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News from 
the insurance charities

Alzheimer’s support and 
volunteering opportunities
Alongside the Insurance United against Dementia 

initiative, The Insurance Charities will be 
launching, in the New Year, an exciting partnership 
with the Alzheimer’s Society, a great organisation  
that campaigns for change, funds research to find  
a cure and supports people living with dementia.

The partnership will offer a fast track support 
opportunity to all insurance people who have either 
been diagnosed with dementia or have someone close 
to them who has. We can refer you to a specialist 
dementia adviser for information and support. 

In addition to this, we are looking for volunteers to 
help support those with dementia. This could be via 
the phone, by offering a friendly ear, or in person by, 

say, accompanying someone to the shops or to the 
library. The project will be piloted first of all in the 
Midlands, with a range of opportunities available. 
Please get in touch to find out more:  
info@theinsurancecharities.org.uk

A Warm welcome to our 
new Chair and Deputy

We have a new Chairman of the Board. At our AGM  
in September, John Greenway was elected as 

Chairman and Kirsten Watson was elected as Deputy 
Chairman. We’re delighted to welcome them both to 
their new positions.

A potential lifesaver

In association with

Domestic abuse:   
a toolkit for employers 

Sponsored by

Click here to  
read the toolkit

If you work in 
HR or as a line 

manager don’t 
forget our 
domestic abuse 
toolkit for 
employers is 
available to 
download for 
free. This useful 
resource 
supports those dealing with this sensitive issue  
in the workplace, identifying signs that abuse  
may be happening and what your duty of care  
as an employer is.

www.theinsurancecharities.org.uk/helping-
insurance-employers-tackle-domestic-abuse/



As many of you know, the CII has 
sold its Aldermanbury Head 

Office and moved to Lombard 
Street. After many years of sharing 
office space with the CII, The 
Insurance Charities has moved 
independently to a new address, 
close to St Paul’s Cathedral. We 
appreciate all the support provided 
by the CII over the years and look 
forward to maintaining a close 
relationship with them over the 
years ahead. Our new contact 
details can be found below.
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We’ve moved

Hugh worked in financial 
services in the city earning a 

six-figure salary. His high-flying  
city job included quarterly bonuses 
and perks such as trips abroad  
and regular invitations to black  
tie dinners.

A few years into his career  
Hugh’s mental health began to 
deteriorate. He would work a 
manic schedule and barely sleep 
and then have a period of “total 
blackness and withdrawal”. His 
results at work were outstanding 
so his behaviour wasn’t addressed 
by his employer and Hugh says he 
wasn’t fully aware of what was 
happening to him.

Then, aged 36, he was sectioned 
for the first time. At 44 he lost his 
job, followed by his family and his 
home. Within 18 months he had 
lost everything and became 
homeless. In his words he then 
spent many years “hopeless, 
jobless and homeless.” 

Things only started to turn  
around for Hugh when he saw a 
psychiatrist and was diagnosed 
with schizophrenia and type 2 
bipolar. He was given the 
appropriate medication and was 
referred to The Insurance Charities. 
We were able to step in and start 
helping Hugh and he is now in the 
process of re-building his life.  
He’s moved into a flat, he’s 
undertaking training to get back 
to work and is getting better at 
managing his medication.

Hugh is sharing his story, so  
he can help others who may be 
struggling and are not aware their 
industry has a dedicated charity. 
He says, “I never ever thought it 
would happen to me, without you 
lot, I would literally be dead”. 

From highflyer to homeless

Another 
successful 
golf day
Our annual golf day took place 

in September at Collingtree 
Park Golf Club, Northampton. 
Sixteen teams joined us for a day 
of golf followed by dinner, a raffle 
and the prize giving.

Last year’s winner, Darren Vickery, 
defended his ti le and with a score 
of 38 took home the Julius Neave 
trophy for the second year running. 
He was closely followed by Paul 
Buckle with a score of 36 points.

There were fantastic prizes on  
offer in the raffle, ranging from  
a helicopter flight to a signed 
Saracen’s rugby ball to a fitness 
tracker, all donated by insurance 
companies. A special thanks goes 
to Focus Oxford Risk Management 
and Virginia Hayward for 
sponsoring the event and to all 
who donated prizes. 

Join our team
A rare and exciting opportunity 

has arisen to join our small, 
dedicated team in London EC4V, 
as our charity’s Marketing & 
Communications Executive. For 
full details follow the link below:

https://bit.ly/2BoiZOQ

We will also be recruiting Board 
and Committee members in the 
New Year. We are particularly 
looking for those with 
Accounting, IT and Marketing 
skills and current experience 
within the industry. If you are 
interested in supporting our 
work in this way, please get in 
touch for more information.


